French False Friends

	absorber


	Also means to consume or to take

	abusif
	Not abusive but incorrect, illegal, unauthorized, excessive

	académie, une
	One of the twenty-six administrative units into which Metropolitan France is divided for educational purposes.

	accessoires , mpl
	The props and costumes in the theatre

	accidenté
	Designates someone or something that has been in an accident but can also mean ‘rough, uneven, hilly’.

	accommodation, une
	The physiological act of adaptation

	accommoder 
	To prepare (a meal or dish)

	accuser 
	To acknowledge receipt, to betray (show), to bring out, to emphasize

	achever
	To finish, to finish off

	acte 
	A document, deed, certificate in a legal context.

	actif, un
	The assets of a company

	action, une
	An equity share

	actuel 
	Present-day

	addition, une
	As well as ‘adding up’, it also means ‘the bill’ one gets in a restaurant

	adepte 
	To be a follower of someone or a staunch believer in a religion or political ideology.

	adhésion, une
	The act of joining, accession

	admirer 
	To be amazed as well as to admire

	aérer 
	To air, to ventilate

	affaire, une
	A legal or political case or question

	affecter 
	To assign or to post in an administrative context

	âge de raison
	Years of discretion when a child is thought to be able to distinguish between right and wrong.

	agenda, un
	A diary

	agent, un
	Commonly known as a policeman

	agglomeration, une
	An urban area, built-up area

	agonie, une
	Death throes

	agréer 
	To give formal recognition 


	allée, une
	A tree-lined avenue

	alléger 
	To lighten as in a burden

	altérer 
	To change for the worse, to deteriorate

	amateur, un
	Is used more frequently to mean an enthusiastic admirer rather than one who lacks expertise.

	aménager 
	To modify, adjust or to move into new accommodation

	amiable 
	Without recourse to litigation or arbitration

	ancien
	Not only means former but also senior

	ancillaire adj
	Not only means ancillary but also is used to describe sleeping with the maidservant(s), des amours ancillaires

	angine, une
	Not only angina but also a throat infection

	anglaise 
	Une assiette anglaise is a plate of cold meats

	annuité, une
	Not an annuity but a yearly payment

	antiquités, les(f)
	When used in the plural, it often means antiques

	apologie, une
	This is used in the Latin sense of the systematic defence of certain actions or opinions

	appareil, un
	This word is often associated with equipment, machinery but it is not used for apparel

	application, une
	This does not mean the form one submits when applying for a job.  It means diligence, attention to the task in hand

	appointer 
	Does not mean to appoint but to pay a salary to

	apprécier, v 
	Does mean to appreciate but also to take account of or to pass an opinion on

	apte, adj 
	Not apt but able

	arabe, adj
	The rapid spread of news, especially in a large organisation, by modes of communication unfamiliar to a stranger

	arguer, v
	Not to argue but to put forward an argument

	arrêt, m
	A judgement or legal ruling by a higher court

	arrêté, m
	An administrative decision

	arrêter, v
	To stop, to arrest but also to decide upon to fix in an administrative context

	arrière-pensée, f
	Not second thoughts but an ulterior motive

	artisan, f
	A skilled worker running his/her own business with fewer than 10 employees

	asparagus, m
	Non-edible asparagus fern, as used in bunches of flowers


	assigner, v
	As well as to assign, it also means to summon someone to appear in court as defendant or witness

	assister, v
	To be present

	associé, m
	A partner in a firm

	assortir, v
	To match as in colours, clothes

	assumer, v
	Not to assume but rather to take on as in taking on responsibilities

	assurer, v
	As well as to assure, it also means to insure and to provide

	athlète, m
	As well as an athlete, it also means someone who is fairly large and well-developed

	attendre, v
	To wait

	attraction, f
	In a night-club, it means the floor show

	auditeur, m
	It means a listener

	autrement, adv
	It means in a different way but also means much more so

	aventure, f
	A brief sexual affair

	avertissement, m
	Not an advertisement but a warning or a vrief preface to a book

	avis, m
	As well as a view or position, it also means an official announcement 

	
	

	bachelier,un      bachelière, une
	Someone who has passed ‘le baccalauréat’ which is the exam taken at the age of 18, equivalent to ‘A levels’.  You must pass ‘le baccalauréat’ if you want to go to university.

	bail, un
	A rental lease

	bain, un
	A public or Turkish bath

	balancer, v
	To hesitate between opposing points of view

	ballast, un
	Stones placed between railway lines

	ballon, un
	A wine glass. It is also a balloon and an inflatable ball as used in basketball

	ball-trap, un
	A clay-pigeon shoot

	bande, une
	A gang.  Une bande dessinée is a comic strip.

	banqueroute, une
	Bankruptcy where the emphasis is on negligence on the part of the individual concerned.  ‘Une faillite’ is also bankruptcy but implies no fault on the part of the individual concerned.

	baraque, une
	A shed

	barge, une
	A flat-bottomed military landing-craft

	baskets, les (m)
	Trainers, as in rubber soled shoes used for sport.

	bassin, un
	An ornamental pond in a garden.  It is also a bedpan!

	bendix, un
	A self-starter in a car

	bénévole, adj
	Unpaid, charitable, voluntary where no financial return is expected

	blessé, adj
	Wounded, injured

	bleu, adj
	In the Army, ‘un bleu’ is a new recruit

	blonde, une
	A glass of light beer

	blouse, une
	A smock.  ‘Les blouses blanches’ are members of the medical profession.

	bombardement, un
	As well as meaning shelling, it also means bombing.

	bombe, une
	As well as a bomb, it also means a fly or insect spray.  However, ‘une bombe glacée’ is an elaborate ice-cream dessert.

	bon, un
	A bond as in Treasury bonds.

	bonde, une
	A plug for a bath or wash-basin

	bonus, un
	A sum of money you receive without expecting it and at times, undeserving of it

	boucherie, une
	A butcher’s shop

	box, un
	A lock-up garage or the dock in a law court

	brassière, une
	A baby’s long-sleeved vest

	brave, un
	A native American brave or a veteran of the Napoleonic wars

	brave, adj
	Used in a dismissive, derogatory way

	break, un
	An estate car

	bribe, une
	A fragment of music or conversation

	
	

	cabinet, un
	More often translated as an office.  In the singular or plural, it can also mean a loo.

	cachet, un
	A mark of distinction, a seal, a rubber stamp, an artiste’s fee and a tablet to be taken medicinally

	caddie, caddy
	Also means a trolley in a supermarket

	cadre, un
	A frame or framework.  Also means a member of ‘white collar’ workers.

	cake, un
	A sort of fruit cake

	calendrier, un
	Not only does this mean a calendar but it also signifies a schedule of times by which certain things have to be done

	caméra, un
	A cine camera rather than a camera

	canadienne, une
	A fur-lined jacket

	car, un
	A coach or bus usually found in country areas

	caractère, un
	Not a character in a play or novel but the non-physcial attributes of a person

	caractérisé, adj
	Well-marked, definite

	cargo, un
	A merchant vessel

	carnation, une
	Flesh tints, in a painting, or the colour of a person’s skin

	carpette, une
	A rug

	carton,  un
	Cardboard or a cardboard box

	casser, v
	As well as to break, this also means to quash

	casserole, une
	A saucepan

	caution, une
	Bail or a financial guarantee or deposit you provide when you hire a car or rent a flat

	cautionner, v
	To guarantee

	cave, une
	A cellar

	cent 
	Hundred 

	centrale, une
	An electricity-generating station or a national association of trade unions

	chaîne, une
	A television channel and a production line

	change, un
	Foreign currency

	chasser, v
	To drive away or to hunt

	 château, un
	Also a large stately home

	chemise, une
	Not only a shirt but also a folder for holding papers

	cherry, un
	Cherry brandy

	chimiste, un/e
	A chemist working at chemistry

	chips, les,m 
	Potatoes crisps

	chrétienté, une
	Christendom

	circulaire, une
	A circular

	circulation, une
	Also means traffic

	clerc, un
	Someone who has taken the first steps towards the priesthood by being tonsured

	code, un
	Also means dipped headlights

	coffre, un
	A boot of a car

	collecte, une
	A prayer read during a church service and a house-to-house collection for a charity

	college, un
	A secondary school for pupils aged 11 to 16.

	collégial. adj
	Most often used in a legal, administrative or religious context to denote decisions taken by a group of people for which responsibility is collective

	colon, un
	A colonial settler or a child spending its holiday at ‘une colonie de vacances’

	comédien, un
	An actor not a comedian

	commande, une
	An order for goods

	commander, v
	To order

	commando, un
	A group or unit of soldiers specially trained for dangerous operations

	commode, une
	A chest of drawers

	commodité, une
	Convenience 

	communal, adj
	Belonging to the ‘commune’ which is the smallest unit of local government in France 

	communication, une
	A paper at a seminar, a phone call, a speech at a meeting

	compas, un
	A pair of compasses

	compétence, une
	Also means to have the authority to make decisions

	complaisant, adj
	Indulgent 

	compléter, v
	To supplement, to make up, to put the finishing touches to a piece of work

	confection, une
	The making of something

	conforter, v
	To strengthen, to support, to encourage

	crayon, un
	A pencil

	crudités, les (f)
	Uncooked vegetables served as hors-d’oeuvre

	
	

	débonnaire, adj
	Easy-going, relaxed

	décevoir, v    deception, une
	To disappoint, disappointment

	défiance, une 
	Distrust 

	déguster, v
	To taste (wine)

	déjection, une
	A medical term for removing waste products from the body.  Also a technical term for what is thrown up by volcanoes

	délai, un,  delayer, v
	Also means a period of time in which something has to be done

	délivrer, v
	To free

	demander, v
	To ask for

	démonstration, une
	A show of force

	déranger, v
	To disturb

	désigner, v
	To appoint

	destitution, une
	Dismissal 

	dilapider, v
	To squander one’s money in hedonistically

	
	

	embrasser, v
	To kiss, to embrace

	engagement, un
	The commitment of an individual or group of people to a particular course of action

	équipment, un
	A facility

	erratique, adj
	Wandering 

	éruption, une
	Also means a rash on the skin

	éventuel, adj
	Possible 

	évidence, une
	Self-evident

	
	

	exciter, v
	To excite sexually

	expérience, une
	Also means experiment

	fantaisie, une
	A whim, a fancy, imagination

	farce, une
	Stuffing, in a culinary context

	femelle, une
	Female but to be used when describing animals not humans

	
	

	galerie,une,
	Also means a roof rack on a car

	germe, un
	A seed

	geste, une
	A legend or collection of poems

	gracier, v
	To pardon

	grief, un
	A grievance, grounds for complaint

	grille, une
	A grid

	
	

	habileté, une
	Skilfulness 

	habit, un
	A monk or nun’s habit, item of clothing

	harassant, adj
	Tiring 

	hasard, un
	Luck, chance

	hôtel de ville, un
	Town hall

	
	

	incohérent, adj 
	Lacking in consistency

	inconvenient, un
	Disadvantage 

	infection, une
	Also a vile smell

	injure, une
	An insult

	interrogation, une
	An exam or a test

	introduire, v
	To show someone into a room

	issue, une
	An exit 

	joli (e)
	Pretty 

	journée une
	A day

	label, un
	The stamp guaranteeing the quality of an item

	lard, un
	Bacon 

	lecture, une
	A reading

	librairie, une
	A bookshop 

	licence, une
	A university degree

	lifting,un
	A face-lift

	location, une
	Renting, hiring

	
	

	magasin, un
	A shop 

	malice, un
	Mischief 

	manger, v
	To eat

	marmelade, une
	A mixture of fruits cooked in sugar

	médicin, un
	A doctor

	mince,adj
	Slim 

	misérable, adj
	Very poor

	mobile, un
	Motive for an action

	monnaie, une
	Change as in coins

	notable, un
	A well-known personality, also means to be worthy

	
	

	
	

	onéreux, adj
	Costing money

	opportunité, une
	Opportuness, whether something is a good idea or not at a certain time

	ordonnance, une
	Also a doctor’s prescription

	
	

	pain, un
	Bread 

	partie, une
	A part

	passer un examen, v
	To sit an exam

	pétrole, un
	Petroleum oil

	pièce, une
	A room.  Also a coin, a play, a piece

	pile, une
	A battery for a camera, torch

	place, une
	A town square

	plongeur, un
	A diver and also someone who does the washing up in a restaurant

	préservatif, un
	A condom

	professeur, un
	A teacher

	provoquer, v
	To cause and also to provoke

	prune, une
	A plum

	puzzle, un
	A jigsaw puzzle

	
	

	
	

	rage, la
	Also means very bad toothache and rabies

	raisin, un
	Grape 

	redondant, adj
	Means redundant when referring to language or style not people.

	rentable, adj
	Profitable, financially viable

	répétition, une
	Rehearsal 

	rester, v
	To stay

	résumer, v
	To summarize

	robe, une
	A dress

	rose, adj
	Pink 

	salade, une
	Lettuce or salad

	sanctionner, v
	To punish a person or a fault.  Also to approve, to confirm official recognition upon

	sauvage, adj
	Not only used for wild animals but can also mean unofficial, uncontrolled

	seconder, v
	To help, to assist

	sensible,adj
	Sensitive

	sentence, une
	A penal sentence not a grammatical one

	sinistre, un, adj
	A natural disaster, an accident for which one makes an insurance claim

	smoking, un
	A dinner jacket

	snack, un
	A snack-bar

	solde, une
	A soldier’s pay

	solde, un
	A financial balance

	soldes, les
	Reduced price sales

	stoppeuse, une
	A female hitch-hiker.  Also someone who does invisible mending/alterations to clothes

	sympathique, adj
	Friendly, pleasant, agreeable

	
	

	temps, le
	Weather, time

	tissu, un
	Anatomy tissue, for fabric and material for clothes and soft furnishings only

	travailler, v
	To work

	troubler, v
	To disturb emotionally

	truand, un
	A crook

	truculent, adj
	Earthy, realistic

	
	

	
	

	unique, adj
	Single, only

	vacances, les (f)
	Holidays 

	van, un
	A horse-box

	verge, une
	A rod, stick, cane.  Can also refer to a penis.

	veste, une
	A jacket

	vigueur, adj
	En vigueur means in force e.g. laws


