Spanish false friends – falsos amigos

	Spanish 
	Meaning 

	actual
	Current

	actualmente
	Currently, nowadays

	adepto
	A follower, 

	advertencia
	A warning, piece of advice

	afluente
	A tributary of a river

	agenda
	A diary

	alargar
	To lengthen

	anciano
	Elderly

	apología
	A defence

	argumento
	A plot

	arma
	A weapon

	asignatura
	A subject

	asistir
	To attend

	atender
	To help, to serve

	aviso
	A notice, a warning

	balance
	Assessment

	balón
	A ball used in sports

	basamento
	A plinth

	bigote
	moustache

	billete
	A banknote

	bizarro
	Brave, generous

	blanco
	white

	boda
	wedding

	bravo
	Angered, enraged

	campaña
	bell

	campo
	The countryside, a field

	cándido
	Innocent, naïve

	capturar
	To seize

	carácter
	Nature, kind, type

	carpeta
	A folder, a file

	carta
	A letter

	cartón
	cardboard

	casualidad
	Chance, coincidence

	celosa
	jealous

	chocar
	To crash into

	codo
	elbow

	collar
	A necklace

	colegio
	Secondary school

	comodidad
	comfort

	complexión
	Physical build

	compromiso
	A promise, commitment, obligation

	compulsivo
	Psychological compulsion

	conductor
	A driver

	confidente
	A confidant

	conformarse
	To be happy with

	conservatorio
	A music academy

	Consistir en
	To comprise

	Constipado
	A cold

	contención
	Restraint

	contestar
	To answer

	corresponder
	To correspond in the sense of ‘to match’

	curso
	A course

	decepción
	A disappointment

	delito
	A crime

	demandar
	To sue

	desfilar
	To parade

	desgracia
	Misfortune, tragedy

	despertarse
	To wake up

	destituido
	Removed from office

	dinero
	Money

	diputado
	A member of Parliament

	dirección
	Address

	disgusto
	Upset, annoyance


	diversión
	Entertainment

	divertir
	To enjoy oneself

	educado
	Polite

	elaborado
	Prepared, made

	embarazada
	Pregnant

	emocionante
	Exciting, thrilling

	en absoluto
	Absolutely not

	enjoyar
	To adorn with jewels

	Espada
	A sword

	espectáculos
	Shows, performances

	Eventual
	Incidental

	eventualmente
	Possibly

	Excitado
	Aroused

	Éxito
	Success

	extravagante
	Eccentric

	fábrica
	A factory

	Fabricar
	To manufacture

	Facilidades
	Ease, easiness

	Facultad
	Department, school

	falta
	Lack, need

	Fastidiar
	To annoy, to bother

	Finalidad
	Aim, purpose

	Forma
	Shape

	Fuente
	Source

	Fumar
	to smoke

	fútil
	Trivial, insignificant

	Grabar
	to record

	Gracioso
	Funny

	grapa
	A staple

	Gripe
	influenza

	Grosería
	coarseness, rudeness

	Horno
	an oven

	Idioma
	a language

	inconsecuente
	contradictory

	informal
	irresponsible

	Ingenuidad
	Naivety

	ignorar
	To be unaware of

	Intentar
	to try

	introducir
	To introduce but not for people

	Envolver
	to wrap up

	Largo
	Long

	Lectura
	Reading

	Librería
	A bookshop

	Lujuria
	Lust

	Mayor
	Older, larger, greater

	Media
	Stocking

	minorista
	Retail, or retailer

	Miseria
	Pauperism

	molestar
	To disturb, to interrupt

	moroso
	To be in arrears, delinquent

	nombre
	Name

	noticias
	News

	ocurrencia
	A witty remark

	ofensa
	An insult

	once
	eleven

	párcela
	Plot of land, pitch(for a tent)

	parientes
	Relatives

	particular
	Private

	pretender
	To try to, to want to

	presumir
	To show off

	preservativo
	A condom

	probar
	To try something new

	quieto
	Still, motionless

	quitar
	To remove, to take off


	rapista
	A barber

	raro
	Strange

	real
	royal

	realizar
	To fulfil

	recordar
	To remember

	remover
	To stir

	resorte
	A coil spring

	restar
	To deduct

	resumir
	To summarize

	revolver
	To turn over, to revolve, to cause disorder

	ropa
	Clothes

	salvaje
	Wild, savage

	sano
	healthy

	sensible
	Sensitive

	simpático
	Friendly, nice

	sopa
	Soup

	soportar
	To bear

	suburbio
	A slum

	suceso
	An event

	taller
	A workshop

	tarjeta
	A card

	terrorífico
	Terrifying

	tobogán
	A chute, a slide

	tópico
	A cliché

	trampa
	A snare

	trasladar
	To move, to transfer

	tuna
	A cactus

	últimamente
	lastly

	vaso
	A glass

	vicioso
	Addict, depraved

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


